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gas taxes’ buying power is about 40 percent 
below that in 1993. 

If those taxes had been adjusted to keep 
pace with the consumer price index, for exam-
ple, the tax on gasoline, which is currently 
18.4 cents per gallon, would be about 30 
cents per gallon, and the tax on diesel fuel, 
currently 24.4 cents per gallon, would be 
about 40 cents per gallon. 

Other factors, such as increases in fuel effi-
ciency, have reduced demand for fuel, causing 
the fund’s overall revenues to fall. 

Rather than proposing a bill that guarantees 
a long-term funding mechanism, such as an 
increased gas tax, the House brought to the 
floor legislation to fund highway projects for 8 
months with a series of accounting gimmicks 
and one-time fund transfers. 

The highway bill passed in the last Con-
gress only authorized funding for two years. 
For two years we have known that this prob-
lem was coming, yet the House Ways & 
Means Committee has not had a single hear-
ing on transportation finance. 

We need to act to invest in our nation’s 
transportation system, but under this bill we 
are simply dodging a problem. A real solution 
will require the political courage and leader-
ship that we have failed to demonstrate here 
in the House, today. 
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HONORING JOSEPH ‘‘BUDDY’’ 
GIGLIOTTI, RECIPIENT OF AGC 
NYS 

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mr. Joseph ‘‘Buddy’’ Gigliotti as a 
recipient of the Associated General Contrac-
tors New York State S.I.R. Award. 

The S.I.R. Award is AGC of America’s high-
est honor and it recognizes those who exem-
plify the AGC motto of Skill, Integrity, and Re-
sponsibility. In receiving the S.I.R. Award, Mr. 
Gigliotti joins the ranks of the true greats of 
AGC NYS and the construction industry in 
New York—including, most recently, Jeff 
Zogg; Marty Galasso, Sr.; and Richard 
Forrestel. 

Mr. Gigliotti is a past President of the AGC 
NYS Chapter, and has become one of the in-
dustry’s most respected leaders. We are well 
aware of the significant contributions he has 
made to the construction industry in New York 
State. 

A lifelong resident of Utica, New York, Mr. 
Gigliotti joined Allied Chemicals in 1975 as the 
New York Area manager. After its merger with 
Barrett Industries, he served as Barrett’s Mar-
keting Manager. In his role, Mr. Gigliotti pro-
vided strategic consulting and sales strategy 
development, eventually helping Barrett be-
come a national leader in transportation infra-
structure construction. In 1990, Mr. Gigliotti left 
Barrett and continues to provide strategic con-
sulting to companies under his firm, JGK As-
sociates. He currently works for Lancaster De-
velopment, playing a key role in its marketing 
efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly congratulate 
Mr. Joseph ‘‘Buddy’’ Gigliotti on this special 
occasion. 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $17,603,731,782,433.70. We’ve 
added $6,976,854,733,520.62 to our debt in 5 
years. This is over $6.9 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MIKE POMPEO 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 

Mr. POMPEO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall Nos. 
380, 382, 383, 384, 386, 387, and 401 I was 
unavoidably absent. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘nay.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RENEE L. ELLMERS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 

Mrs. ELLMERS. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 
418 I mistakenly voted ‘‘no’’ when my intention 
was to vote ‘‘yes.’’ 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUCILLE ROYBAL-ALLARD 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 

Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD. Mr. Speaker, I was 
unavoidably detained and was not present for 
two rollcall votes on Wednesday, July 16, 
2014. Had I been present, I would have voted 
in this manner: rollcall vote No. 415—Fleming 
of Louisiana Amendment No. 1—‘‘no,’’ and 
rollcall vote No. 416—Gosar of Arizona 
Amendment—‘‘no.’’ 
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HONORING THE HEROIC SERVICE 
AND SACRIFICE OF INDIANAP-
OLIS METROPOLITAN POLICE DE-
PARTMENT OFFICER PERRY 
RENN 

HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a burdened heart I rise today to honor the 
life of a truly outstanding public servant, Offi-
cer Perry Renn. For more than three decades 

Officer Renn served his country and the City 
of Indianapolis with courage and integrity. 
Tragically, Officer Renn was killed in the line 
of duty on July 5, 2014. 

Officer Perry Renn protected the citizens of 
Indianapolis for 21 years as a member of the 
Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Department. 
A career police officer, Renn made the con-
scious decision every day to place himself in 
harm’s way to make Indianapolis a safer and 
more prosperous city. It was in this pursuit 
that he ultimately gave his life. On the night of 
his passing, Officer Renn was responding to a 
call of shots being fired in a residential neigh-
borhood. 

Day after day, Officer Renn displayed the 
compassion and integrity of a true public serv-
ant. After graduating from East High School in 
Phoenix, AZ, he began a 10 year enlistment in 
the United States Army’s 82nd Airborne Divi-
sion. During this time, Renn served his coun-
try as a paratrooper and jumpmaster. He 
served two tours in Korea and also helped to 
restore constitutional government to the island 
nation of Grenada during the 1983 liberation 
of the country, Operation Urgent Fury. 

Yet another example of Officer Renn’s her-
oism was shown in 2003 when he received 
the Indianapolis Metropolitan Police Depart-
ment’s Medal of Bravery for preventing an 
armed man from taking his own life. Every sin-
gle day, Officer Renn displayed his admirable 
character and passion for helping others. 

Few men and women are brave enough to 
answer the call of duty like Officer Renn. 
When he pinned on his badge the evening of 
July 5, no one could have dreamed that he 
would give his life so selflessly protecting the 
city he called home. As a former Deputy 
Mayor of Indianapolis and a member of the 
House Committee on Homeland Security, I am 
forever grateful to Officer Renn and to police 
forces all across the nation who work tirelessly 
to protect and serve their fellow Americans. 

Officer Renn is a hero. His lifetime of serv-
ice to the United States of America and the 
City of Indianapolis will never be forgotten. My 
condolences and well wishes go out to his 
wife, Lynn, and Officer Renn’s entire family 
during this difficult time. My thoughts and 
prayers are with them. 
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HOUSE’S FAILURE TO CONSIDER 
HR 5051: THE PROTECT WOMEN’S 
HEALTH FROM CORPORATE IN-
TERFERENCE ACT (NOT MY 
BOSS’ BUSINESS ACT) 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, July 17, 2014 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, if anyone 
had told me that at the beginning of my career 
that I would fight 40 years for the right for con-
traception, I would never have believed it. We 
thought Griswold v. Connecticut had settled 
this, but no. It’s been a constant war to control 
women, which is exactly what this is about. 

Now, this audacious Supreme Court, which 
never fails to surprise, decided that bosses 
can tell you what kind of healthcare you can 
have and whether or not you can practice con-
traception. More specifically, the 5 men on this 
court decided whether women can have equal 
access to contraception. 
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